Whatcom County Library System

LIBRARY QUICK FACTS
Population Served: ......................... 121,030
Materials checked out ................ 1,810,024 .....9.3%
Library visits in 2011 ..................... 917,545 ...4.82%
Website visits ................................. 545,580 .....6.4%
Hours open per week .............................373
Materials in collection.................... 321,000
Materials checked out per capita .......14.85
Registered borrowers .......................41,400

EARLY LITERACY
Left to right: Joan Airoldi, WCLS Director; Luke McCafferty, WCLS “Director for a Day;”
Valerie McBeth, NWIC Library Director; Dave Oreiro, NWIC VP for Campus Development.

BUILDING TOWARD THE FUTURE
2011 Annual Report
A sense of excitement and anticipation was in the air at
WCLS branches and throughout WCLS services-- with
good reason!
 Circulation grew by 9.3% above 2010 levels


The beautiful and busy new North Fork Community
Library branch opened in Kendall



Branch Managers built new community partnerships



Ebooks exploded on the scene and staff embraced
the questions and challenges well



Whatcom READS! author Jim Lynch brought his
locally set “Border Songs” to enthusiastic audiences



The One Card collaboration flourished; and a drop
off and pick up station was added at Northwest
Indian College (see photo above)



The Whatcom County Library Foundation exceeded
their fundraising goals by 30%



PARTIES IN
SPANISH

Spanish-speaking families
gathered at the Lynden Library to learn what children
need to know about reading and writing before they
can read and write. Library staffers, Amelia Martinez
and Tina Bixby, help families understand their role as
their child’s first and most important teacher.
“Fiestas” families are provided with information about
early literacy skills, free books in Spanish, snacks, and
the opportunity to socialize with other Spanish
speaking families. Early literacy skills through
experiences with books, stories, dramatic play, talking,
and singing, are critically linked to a child’s literacy
development and academic success.
Funded by the Whatcom Libraries Foundation, Union
Bank, WECU, Rader Farms, Target and the Friends of
the Lynden Library. Look for ¡Fiesta Familiar! at the
Ferndale Library this fall underwritten by WECU.

2011 BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Deborah Lambert
James Amend
Janet Boyhan
Fred Haslam
Tom Burton

Plans for buildings gained momentum in Sudden
Valley, Pt. Roberts, Island, Blaine, and Ferndale

All of these took place with sustainability in mind, with
staff and Board recognizing that change is in the air. To
that end, a three year Strategic Planning process was set
in motion and the community has been responsive and
engaged. That is the best way we know to guarantee
that WCLS will continue to
serve you, our patrons with
the same level of energy and
commitment in meeting your
library and information needs.
For more information on any
of these stories, contact us at
WCLS.org.
Joan Airoldi, Director

BUDGET FACTS:
General Operating Fund:
Beginning fund Balance: ............................$4,096,673
Revenues: ....................................................8,016,709
Expenditures:...............................................6,404,698
Transfers to Other Funds:...............................381,259
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