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Topic: Unemployment Assistance 
If you’ve become unemployed due to the COVID-19 virus pandemic, there is financial assistance 
available from Washington State and from our Federal government. Below are resources and 
information on how to apply. 
 
Washington State Unemployment 
When you lose your job (through no fault of your own) unemployment benefits provide you with 
temporary income. If you were laid off as a result of COVID-19, you are likely eligible. 
 
The fastest way to apply for benefits is online.  While you can file by phone, you should expect 
extended wait times. There are no in-person unemployment offices in Washington State. 
 
On the next page of this guide is a checklist that’s helpful in applying for Washington State 
unemployment benefits. 
https://esdorchardstorage.blob.core.windows.net/esdwa/Default/ESDWAGOV/Unemployment/COVID
-19_Applications_CheckList.pdf 
 
If you’re able to get internet access, there is a webinar that helps you submit a claim for benefits and 
to set up a Secure Access Washington (SAW) account.  
https://esd.wa.gov/newsroom/introduction-to-unemployment-insurance-public-webinar 
 
For further information, Washington State’s Employment Security Department website is 
https://esd.wa.gov/unemployment 
 
Federal Stimulus Payments  
The U.S. government has recently passed laws to make payments of up to $1,200 to most American 
adults, including those with little income or none at all. 
 
Americans whose information is already in the I.R.S or Social Security Administration databases will 
receive automatic payments directly deposited to their bank account. The U.S. Treasury plans to develop 
a web-based portal for individuals to provide their banking information so that individuals can receive 
payments immediately as opposed to checks in the mail. 
 
For citizens who don’t normally need to file income taxes and for those who lack internet access they 
will have until the end of the year to file and still get their stimulus payments. If citizens do not have a 
bank account, financial services companies may help to distribute prepaid debit cards, similar to the 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program. 
 
https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/economic-impact-payments-what-you-need-to-know 
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Events are changing rapidly so to confirm details, call 360.305.3600 between 1:00 – 5:00 pm. Library staff will 
give you current and valid information. 


